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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LIBREVILLE 1412 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, GB, RP 
SUBJ: BONGO’S RETURN 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: 

1. GOG PRESIDENT BONGO RETURNED TO LIBREVILLE MORNING JULY 16 
FOLLOWING TWO- WEEK TRIP WHICH INCLUDED ATTENDANCE AT OAU SUMMIT 
AND STATE VISIT TO PHILIPPINES (REPORTED MANILA 10124). 

2. IN AIRPORT PRESS CONEERENCE, PRESIDENT PROVIDED FOLLOWING 
BRIEF ACCOUNT OF HIS TRAVELS: 

(A) OAU SUMMIT - BONGO DEEENDED RESULTS OF SESSION, WHILE 
REGRETTING ABSENCE OF NUMBER OE EELLOW CHIEFS OF STATE. SUMMIT, 

HE INSISTED, HAD SATISEACTORILY DISPOSED OE ALL ITEMS ON ITS 
AGENDA, INCLUDING SENSITIVE SAHARAN QUESTION WHICH WAS 
DEFERRED TO SPECIAL SUMMIT AS RESULT OF GABONESE PROPOSAL 
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RESOLUTION CONDEMNING ISRAELI RAID AT ENTEBBE, NOTING SIMPLY 
THAT OAU HAD "REGRETTED" ISRAELI ACTION. 

(B) COLOMBO STOP - BONGO MENTIONED THAT HE HAD MADE 
BRIEF STOP AT COLOMBO EOLLOWING VISIT TO COMOROS BUT GAVE 
NO DETAILS ON DISCUSSIONS THERE. HE NOTED THAT TIMING OE 

NAM SUMMIT CONELICTS WITH GABONESE NATIONAL DAY (AUGUST 17), 

THUS PRECLUDING HIS PERSONAL ATTENDANCE, AND PROMISED THAT 
GOG WOULD BE APPROPRIATELY REPRESENTED. 

(C) PHILIPPINE VISIT - PRESIDENT ASSURED HIS AUDIENCE 
THAT STATE VISIT TO PHILLIPPINES, "LIKE ALL MY TRAVELS", 

WAS NOT MATTER OF TOURISM BUT VERY MUCH AN AEEAIR OF STATE. 

HE PRAISED WARMTH OE WELCOME EXTENDED BY PRESIDENT AND 
MRS. MARCOS, WHICH HE ATTRIBUTED LARGELY TO FACT THAT HE 
WAS EIRST AFRICAN CHIEF OF STATE TO VISIT MANILA. PRESIDENT 
THEN TURNED TO CONCRETE BENEFITS OF VISIT, CLIMING GOP 
CREDIT OF DOES 10 MILLION FOR ADMINISTRATIVE CONSTRUCTION 
IN FOUR PROVINCIAL CAPITALS; GOP AGREEMENT TO ASSIST IN 
ESTABLISHING FOUR TRAINING CENTERS FOR PARA-MEDICAL PER- 
SONNEL; AND GOP WILLINGNESS TO RECRUIT TECHNICIANS IN VARIOUS 
SPECIALITIES FOR WORK IN GABON. PRESIDENT CLOSED WITH REF- 
ERENCE TO HIS CONCERN FOR WEI FARE OF FILIPINO MUSLIMS, 

EMPHASIZING HIS EXPRESSED HOPE THAT ISLAMIC FOREIGN 
MINISTERS COULD MEET IN MANILA TO SEE FOR THEMSELVES TRUTH 
ABOUT CHARGES OF "GENOCIDE" WHICH HAVE BEEN LEVELED AGAINST 
GOP. 

END UNCLASSIFIED BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

3. COMMENT; BONGO'S SINGULARLY ROSY ACCOUNT OF OAU SUMMIT 

APPEARS HARD TO RECONCILE WITH MEASURABLE RESULTS OF 

SESSION, BUT AS HOST FOR NEXT YEAR (AND PRESUMABLY NEXT 

CHAIRMAN) HE CLEARLY HAS SPECIAL INTEREST IN BUILDING 

UP ORGANIZATION'S IMPORTANCE AND PRESITIGE. HIS VERY 

MODERATE LANGUAGE IN REFERRING TO RESOLUTION "REGRETTING" RATHER 

THAN "CONDEMNING " ISRAELI ACTION SUGGESTS THAT BONGO 

MAY BE HAVING SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT ACTION TAKEN BY OAU 

IN HEAT OF THE MOMENT, BUT IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER 

HE WILL SHOW ANY INTEREST IN SPEAKING OUT MORE FORCEFULLY 
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